
The History of African- Americans
The first African slaves were brought to Jamestown, Virginia in 1619. 
Massachusetts was the first colony to legalize slavery in 1641. Other colonies 
followed suit by passing laws that passed slavery on to the children of slaves and 
making non-Christian imported servants slaves for life. 
At first the Africans in the South were outnumbered by white indentured servants, 
who came voluntarily from Britain. They avoided the plantations. With the vast 
amount of good land and the shortage of laborers, plantation owners turned to 
lifetime slaves who worked for their keep but were not paid wages and could not 
easily escape. Slaves had some legal rights (it was a crime to kill a slave, and a few  
whites were hanged for it.) Generally the slaves developed their own family system, 
religion and customs in the slave quarters with little interference from owners, who 
were only interested in work outputs.
By 1700 there were 25,000 slaves in the American colonies, about 10% of the 
population. A few had come from Africa but most came from the West Indies 
(especially Trinidad, later Trinidad and Tobago), or, increasingly, were native born. 
Their legal status was now clear: they were slaves for life and so were the children 
of slave mothers. They could be sold, or freed, and a few ran away. Slowly a free 
black population emerged, concentrated in port cities along the Atlantic coast from 
Charleston to Boston. Slaves in the cities and towns had many more privileges, but 
the great majority of slaves lived on southern tobacco or rice plantations, usually in 
groups of 20 or more.
As the United States grew, the institution of slavery became more entrenched in the 
southern states, while northern states began to abolish it. Pennsylvania was the 
first, in 1780 passing an act for gradual abolition. A number of events continued to 
shape views on slavery. There was a 70% increase in the number of slaves in the 
United States in only 20 years, and they were overwhelmingly concentrated in the 
Deep South.

The Black community
The number of free Blacks grew during this time as well. By 1830 there were 
319,000 free Blacks in the United States. 150,000 lived in the northern states. 
While the majority of free blacks lived in poverty, some were able to establish 
successful businesses that catered to the Black community. Racial discrimination 
often meant that Blacks were not welcome or would be mistreated in White 
businesses and other areas such as supermarkets. To counter this, Blacks 
developed their own communities with Black-owned businesses. Black doctors, 
lawyers and other businessmen were the foundation of the Black middle class. 
They also started schools just for balck children due to the fact that they were not 
allowed in to public schools. Free blacks also established Black churches.
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The Dred Scott Decision
The black community received an enormous shock with the Supreme Court's "Dred 
Scott" decision. Blacks were not American citizens and could never be citizens, the 
court said in a decision roundly denounced by the Republican Party as well as the 
abolitionists. The decision was finally reversed by the Civil Rights Act of 1865 under 
the leadership of Abraham Lincoln.
”The Jim Crow laws” were state and local laws in the United States enacted 
between 1876 and 1965. The laws were based on and made sure that segregation 
was used in all public facilities, with a supposedly "separate but equal" status for 
black Americans. In reality, this led to treatment and accommodations that were 
usually much better to those provided for white Americans, systematizing a number 
of economic, educational and social disadvantages for black people. They also 
made sure that black people did not have the right to vote. 
Example of segregation in the society:
Method of segregation on Montgomery buses

Under the system of segregation used on Montgomery buses, white people who 
boarded the bus took seats in the front rows, filling the bus toward the back. Black 
people who boarded the bus took seats in the back rows, filling the bus toward the 
front. Eventually, the two sections would meet, and the bus would be full. If other 
black people boarded the bus, they were required to stand. If another white person 
boarded the bus, then everyone in the black row nearest the front had to get up and 
stand, so that a new row for white people could be created. Often when boarding 
the buses, black people were required to pay at the front, get off, and reenter the 
bus through a separate door at the back.On some occasions bus drivers would 
drive away before black passengers were able to reboard.

The African-American Civil Rights Movement (1955–1968) 
The civil Right Movement  refers to the social movements in the United States 
aimed at outlawing racial discrimination against black Americans and restoring 
voting rights to them.

Forms of protest and/or civil disobedience included boycotts such as the successful 
Montgomery Bus Boycott (1955–1956) in Alabama; "sit-ins" such as the influential 
Greensboro sit-ins (1960) in North Carolina; marches.
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The Montgomery Bus Boycott: The campaign lasted from December 1, 1955, when 
Rosa Parks, an African American woman, was arrested for refusing to surrender 
her seat to a white person.
”Sit-ins”: Four students purchased small items in other parts of the store and kept 
their receipts, then sat down at the lunch counter in a resturant for whites only and 
asked to be served. After being denied service, they produced their receipts and 
asked why their money was good everywhere else at the store, but not at the lunch 
counter. These protesters were encouraged to dress professionally, to sit quietly, 
and to occupy every other stool so that potential white sympathizers could join in. 
The sit-in soon inspired other sit-ins in.
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